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A successful school district places a high degree of importance on 

ensuring that all children have the opportunity to reach their full 

potential inside and outside of the classroom.  This profile helps 

characterize the overall educational value of your school district in 

areas that matter most in our community. 
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 Graduation rate: 97 percent 

 Approximately 78 percent of our graduates chose to continue their post-

secondary education at a two- or four-year college or trade school. 

 Nearly 40 percent of these graduates received more than $27.5 million in 

college/post-secondary scholarships over the past two years. In 2014, GLHS 

graduates were awarded more than $15 million in scholarship money, with 

local scholarship funds totaling $42,000. 

 Number of National Merit Finalists / National Achievement Finalists/ 

Commended Students for the past three years – 22 

 Approximately 80 percent of our students take the ACT each year.  

Our average ACT composite score for the past three years is 22.2, compared 

to the Ohio average of 21.8 and the national average of 21.  

 Approximately 20 percent of our students take the SAT each year. 

SAT scores for the past three years – Reading: 540, Math: 552, Writing: 520. 

Our average SAT composite score for the past three years is 1612, compared 

to the national average of 1499. 

 World languages offered - Spanish, French, German, and Chinese. 

 AP courses offered –14 

Over the last three years, an average of 280 GLHS students have taken an AP 

examination. Approximately 79 percent have passed with scores of 3 or 

higher; in comparison, the average passage rate in Ohio is 67 percent and 

globally the passage rate is 61 percent. 

 Honors courses offered –14 

 Gahanna Lincoln High School was named to the 4th Annual AP District Honor 

Roll in 2014 — a list of 477 districts across the U.S. and Canada. These districts 

are honored for increasing access to AP course work while maintaining or 

increasing the percentage of students earning scores of 3 or higher on AP 

exams. 

 Number of dual-credit opportunities – 2 

 GLHS has an award winning marketing education program that has served 

hundreds of business-minded 12th grade students. For the past decade, 

Gahanna marketing students have finished among the Top 10 DECA 

Chapters in North America based on their performance at the International 

DECA Career Development Conference. 

ACADEMICS 

Our district’s academic program provides opportunities for all 

students to reach their full potential .  
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 GLHS has had an award-winning science academy program in place for the 

last seven years. Students have participated in research in conjunction with 

NASA (NITARP,) presented to the American Astronomical Society, won 

multiple awards at the Ohio Junior Science and Humanities Symposium and 

the Columbus Technical Council, traveled to China to collaborate with 

students internationally, and qualified for an international remote-operated 

vehicle competition. 

 Middle school students are now able to elect to take automation and 

robotics. This class is part of the ‘Gateway to Engineering’ program through 

Project Lead the Way.  

 Several middle schools have STEM clubs, meeting once per week after 

school, completing projects and programming robots to run through various 

challenges. 

 Three Middle School East students participated in competitions both 

nationally and internationally over the past year in places like Washington, 

D.C. and Spain.  Their design for small homes that is built to stand up to 

hurricanes and floods (specifically for the impoverished population in Haiti) 

earned them top awards, including second in the world in the competition in 

Spain.   

 Goshen Lane Elementary was named a High Progress School of Honor based 

on their 2012-13 local report card results by the Ohio Department of 

Education. 37 Ohio schools received this designation. 
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Our visual and performing arts programs are high-achieving and well known 

throughout the community: 

 Visual arts   Art students are invited to participate in juried and curated 

invitational art shows across Franklin County each year. 

 Two of the three public art pieces at Creekside Park in Gahanna have been 

designed by Gahanna art students and teachers. 

 Theater   GLHS theatre students have been twice nominated and selected to 

perform at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, in Edinburgh, Scotland as part of the 

American High School Theatre Festival. 

 Many GLHS theatre students are proud members the Educational Theatre 

Association, International Thespian Society, troupe #1334. 

 Students from the theatre program use their talents to assist programs 

throughout the school district by writing, producing and performing Theatre 

for Young Audiences scripts and touring them to elementary schools, 

collaborating with health classes to create a Date Rape One Act entitled, 

“When No Means No,” and developing public service announcements for 

school-related issues/concerns. 

 At least one Royal Manor student has been selected for 11 straight years to 

have their written work performed by the Columbus Children’s Theatre. 

 Each elementary school presents a musical performance based on a 

children’s book each year. Musicals are an excellent example of “student-

led” learning as students are involved in every aspect of the production from 

the very beginning.   

 Choir   GLHS offers seven different choirs for students to participate in; more 

than 400 students participate in this program. 

 All choirs consistently receive ‘Superior’ ratings at OMEA state-level 

adjudicated competition. 

 The GLHS Chorale has captured ‘Grand Champion’ and ‘Best Vocal’ awards 

at several regional competitions in its history. 

 Instrumental music   The Gahanna Lincoln High School Instrumental Music 

Department includes two jazz bands, marching band, and pep band.  An 

Honors Harmony and Theory class is also offered annually. Over 750 students 

are enrolled in the district’s bands 6-12.  In 2014-15, that will include over 280 

at GLHS. 

ARTS 

Participation in performing and visual arts inspires students’ 

creativity, problem-solving and critical thinking ski lls. 
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 Members of the Gahanna Bands regularly audition into honor bands and 

other elite ensembles throughout the year.  In 2014, five members of the 

Gahanna Bands were selected for OMEA’s all-state honor band and honors 

jazz ensemble. A bass player in the GMSE orchestra was accepted as a 

member of the Columbus Symphony Youth Orchestra 

 Members of the Gahanna Bands engage in creative endeavors beyond the 

regular school day.  In the past three years, individual members of the band 

have arranged music for marching shows, written percussion cadences, and 

composed a new piece of music for the Gold Band to perform on at a 

concert. 

 The bands frequently have the opportunity to work with internationally-known 

musicians. Recently, this has included Ryan Nowlin (U.S. Marine Band 

Arranger and Asst. Conductor,) Dr. Fred Nyline (Luther College,) Dr. Carol 

Hayward (Bowling Green State University,) Dr. Russ Mikkelson (The Ohio State 

University,) Dr. Scott Jones (The Ohio State University,) and James Swearingen 

(internationally-recognized composer, Capital University), among others. 

 Bands and ensembles come to Gahanna to perform for the students. In 

recent years, these have included The Luther College Wind Ensemble, The 

Ohio State University Wind Ensemble, The Capital University Wind Symphony, 

the Bowling Green State University Wind Symphony, and the University of 

Akron Graduate Trombone Quartet. 

 GLHS is the host school for the OMEA state-level adjudicated competition 

each year. 

 The Gahanna Lincoln High School Instrumental Music Department has three 

concert bands which have consistently earned superior ratings at the Ohio 

Music Education Association district large group adjudicated event for the 

past ten years. All three groups qualify for state each year. 

 The Freshman Band was one of two bands in Ohio to be invited to perform at 

the Capital University New Concert Band Music Reading Clinic, Nov., 2013. 

 The Gold Band was one of two bands in Ohio to be invited to perform at the 

Ohio Band Directors Conference at the University of Akron in Dec., 2014. 

 Band members annually perform at the OMEA Solo & Ensemble Festival with 

over 100 events from the Gahanna Bands performing. More than 70 percent 

of these solos and ensembles earn superior (highest) ratings. 
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 Number of GLHS athletic teams: 27 varsity sports, 48 freshman and junior 

varsity sports 

 Middle school sports across three schools: 

o Fall – 375 participants in cross country, girls volleyball, football, golf, 

girls tennis and cheerleading club 

o Winter – 220 participants in basketball, wrestling and cheerleading 

club 

o Spring – 380 participants in track, girls softball, boys tennis and club 

baseball 

 Activities/clubs by school: 34 high school academic, music and social 

organizations 

 Several district students participate in regional Special Olympics events. 

 GMSS started a First Lego League team that is being sponsored by the 

Women in Engineering (WiE) program at The Ohio State University. 

 Students on the GMSS ‘We the People’ team placed fourth in the 2014 

national competition, led by teacher Mr. Michael Browning. 

 Students on the GMSE Power of the Pen teams won both their local and 

regional competitions, and qualified to send individuals to the state round. 

 Chapelfield, Jefferson and High Point elementaries are “Leader in Me” 

schools and have acquired a grant from the I am a Leader Foundation to 

provide this programming. 

 High Point hosts nearly 200 summer campers annually for Camp Invention. 

 A Blacklick Elementary second grader was named the first-ever winner of the 

Making Waves program by the Myrtle Beach Area Chamber of 

Commerce/Convention and Visitors Bureau. She held a bake sale and raised 

more than $500 to help protect endangered sea turtles in South Carolina. 

 

 

 

 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP AND ACTIVITIES 

A well-rounded education includes a wide variety of opportunities . 
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 Cost per pupil: $ 10,920 

 Percentage spent on instruction: 87 percent 

 FY 2013 District Profile Report: 

www.gahannaschools.org/Board_of_Education/BEdTreasurer.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FISCAL STEWARDSHIP 

Financial responsibility ensures that the majority of funding is spent 

on classroom instruction. 

 

http://www.gahannaschools.org/Board_of_Education/BEdTreasurer.aspx
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 Countless school improvements and donations have been made possible by 

high school booster organizations like P.I.T., school PTA/PTOs and the 

Gahnna-Jefferson Education Foundation (GJEF.) 

 Events coordinated with community partners include: Seven elementary 

walkathons, middle school fitness fundraisers/field days, ‘Gahannathon’ high 

school dance marathon, food and donation drives for Gahanna Residents in 

Need (GRIN,) and the GJEF annual gala. 

- One middle school alone (MSS) contributed $1810 in donations and nearly 

500 food items to GRIN last winter, as well as $2300 to the Leukemia and 

Lymphoma Society through Pennies for Patients.  

- Royal Manor has donated more than $5000 to GRIN through an annual 

fundraiser (‘Empty Bowls.’) 

 The GJEF annual gala has raised more than $1 million that has been 

distributed throughout the district in the form of classroom/teacher grants.   

 GLHS Chorale and Orchestra produce an annual collaborative special 

performance that donates 100 percent of the proceeds to GRIN. 

 GLHS Chorale partners with the Gahanna Senior Center to provide 

entertainment to residents several times each year. 

 The GLHS theatre department organizes and produces a frequent 

performing arts alumni showcase. 

 The GLHS bands are active in community events. Besides performing at 

school concerts and athletic events, bands and ensembles perform at three 

Memorial Day services, the Independence Day Parade, the Veteran’s Day 

Observance, the Holiday Lights Parade, business grand openings, the Herb 

Day Celebration, and Creekside arts events. Ensembles also perform at the 

Senior Citizens’ Center and nursing homes. 

 Local scholarships awarded to GLHS graduates amounts to more than 

$75,000 each year. 

 

 

 

 

PARENT & COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

Educational experiences are enhanced by partnerships between 

the school district and community. 
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 Students identified as gifted – 19 percent 

 Students with disabilities – 14 percent 

Special education students receiving services – 99 percent 

 Students identified as ELL – 3.5 percent 

ELL students receiving services – 81 percent 

 Every year, we receive a designation on the performance of our special 

education program, known as our Special Education Determination. The 

Ohio Department of Education’s Office for Exceptional Children uses final 

data that our district submits through the Education Management 

Information System (EMIS) to make one of four determinations – Meets 

Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention or Needs Substantial 

Intervention. Gahanna-Jefferson City’s 2014 Special Education Determination 

is Meets Requirements.  

 In addition to the intervention provided at each building we also offer the 

following low incidence and preschool programming options in the district:  

o Behavioral Support Services  

 

Specialized programming intended to meet the needs of students 

with unique and challenging behaviors through small-group and 

individualized social-behavioral skill support. The student will require 

an individualized behavior plan to focus on shaping behaviors in 

order to make progress academically, socially and behaviorally.  

o  Structured Support Services  

 

Specialized programming intended to meet the needs of students 

with autism or students with characteristics similar to individuals with 

autism. Visual and physical structures are utilized to support the 

students academically, socially, behaviorally and with expressive, 

receptive and written communication. Individualized academic 

support is provided to ensure progress on grade level core content 

standards in a small group setting or within the general education 

environment.   

o Fundamental Support Services  

 

Cross-categorical programming intended to meet the needs of 

students with cognitive disabilities, severe-communication disabilities, 

STUDENT SERVICES 

A variety of services provide options to ensure all students receive 

individualized instruction, enrichment and support. 
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specific learning disabilities, multiple disabilities or autism that require 

small group intervention focusing on core and/or extended content 

standards as well as a focus on functional daily living skills.   

o Extended Support Services (total of 8 IS’s assigned to this program) 

 

Intensive cross-categorical programming intended to meet the needs 

of student with multiple disabilities, cognitive disabilities or autism that 

require individualized and small group explicit instruction focused on 

the extended standards, vocational skills and functional daily living 

skills.   

o Preschool Services (12 classes, 6 IS’s) 

 

Opportunities for any young child residing in Gahanna between the 

ages of 3 and 5 to participate in quality center-based, itinerant or 

peer model preschool programming. All center-based preschool 

programs are licensed by the State of Ohio and accredited by the 

National Association for the Education of Young Children.   

 The district has implemented Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports 

(PBIS) in all of our buildings. PBIS is a school-wide systemic approach to 

embed evidenced-based practices and data-driven decision making to 

improve school climate and culture in order to achieve improved academic 

and social outcomes, and increase learning for all students. PBIS 

encompasses a range of systemic and individualized positive strategies to 

reinforce desired behaviors, diminish occurrence of challenging behaviors 

and teach appropriate behaviors to students.  

 Several middle schools have formed “buddy clubs” to pair up and welcome 

new special education students to their school programs. These student 

groups require an application and interview process. 

 From the suggestion of parents and with the assistance of the Gahanna 

Jefferson Education Foundation, the Middle School East library added a 

section for our new Extended Support Services classroom. 

 

Thank you for supporting the Gahanna-Jefferson Public School district! GJPS is a 

great place to live and learn.  
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Gahanna-Jefferson Public Schools 

160 S. Hamilton Road 

Gahanna, Ohio 43230 

(614) 471-7065 

http://www.gahannaschools.org 

https://www.facebook.com/Gahanna.Jefferson.Schools 

@GahannaJeffersn 

 

 

Superintendent: Francis Scruci 

Treasurer: Julio Valladares 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supported by the Alliance for High Quality Education 

Gahanna-Jefferson Directory 

Lincoln High School .................................................................... 614-478-5500 

Middle School East...................................................................... 614-478-5550 

Middle School South ................................................................... 614-337-3730 

Middle School West .................................................................... 614-478-5570 

Blacklick Elementary .................................................................. 614-759-5100 

Chapelfield Elementary ............................................................. 614-478-5575 

Goshen Lane Elementary ........................................................... 614-478-5580 

High Point Elementary ................................................................ 614-478-5545 

Jefferson Elementary .................................................................. 614-478-5560 

Lincoln Elementary ..................................................................... 614-478-5555 

Royal Manor Elementary ............................................................ 614-478-5585 

https://www.facebook.com/Gahanna.Jefferson.Schools

